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UAS in the Forest Service - Background 

ÅSeveral UAS missions conducted in 
last several years 

ïOperational, research and 
demonstration/evaluation 

ïTwo track approach 

ÅApplication areas 

ïFire management 

ïResource mapping/inventory 

ïLaw enforcement 

ïResearch 

ÅConducted before agency 
established UAS policy 

 



Current Forest Service UAS Perspective 
ÅLeadership recognizes high potential of UAS 

ïNew and evolving  technology so we need to proceed with 
caution 

ïCurrently in a ñstand downò until further notice 

ÅNeed to assess UAS implications on Forest Service 
manned aircraft program 

ïAugment manned aircraft capabilities, not replace 

ïIdentify niche applications currently underserved 

ïLeverage technology transfer benefits 

 

 



Current Forest Service UAS Policy 

ÅUAS are considered the same as manned aircraft (FSM 
5713.7) 

ï Acquisition 

ïCarding of pilots/aircraft  

ï Inspections 

ï Maintenance 

ÅAgency requirements to utilize UAS (FS NASMP 5.28) 
ïCoordinate with Forest Service Washington Office and RAO 

ïCompleted and approved USFS and FAA documentation/procedures 

ÅUAS considerations do not always reconcile with manned 
aircraft policies 
ï Agency aviation policy and procedures review is needed  

 

ī Avionics 

ī Training  

ī Operations 



Forest Service UAS Advisory Group (UASAG) 

ÅCharter developed and 
committee organized in 
early CY2012 
ïMembership representation 

across USFS deputy and staff 
areas 

ÅCharter signed in 
September 2012: 
ïFire and Aviation 

ïEngineering 

īForest Health and Protection 

īForest Management Sciences 



Forest Service UASAG Members 
ÅCommittee Chair (Bob Roth) 

ÅAirworthiness/Aircraft and Pilot Inspection (Gil Elmy) 

ÅAviation Policy (Eddie Morris) 

ÅAviation Safety (Ron Hanks) 

ÅCommunications (Steve Jenkins) 

ÅEngineering (Everett Hinkley) 

ÅForest Health Protection (Jeff Mai) 

ÅForest Service Information Technology (Sean Triplett) 

ÅICS/Fire Suppression (Mike Quesinberry) 

ÅLaw Enforcement and Investigations (Tim Lynn) 

ÅRemote Sensing Applications Center (Brad Quayle) 

ÅRegional Aviation Officer (Dan Zimmerman) 

ÅResearch and Development (Matt Dickinson) 

ÅTechnology and Development (Rey Farve) 

(SMEs will be added as interim members) 

 

 



UASAG Objectives 

ÅDetermine if there is an agency need for UAS 

ïAssess feasibility of implementation 

ÅAgency aviation policy review/recommendations 

ïAcquisition and use of UAS and associated 
technologies 

ÅDevelop agency protocols 

ïUAS missions; External agency coordination 

ÅPrepare agency UAS guidance documentation 

ïCommunication plan, strategic plan and risk 
assessments 


